discuss the potential for sustainable biofuel production and the desirability (or otherwise) for their exploitation. In the previous year, the Global Biorenewable Research Society was founded under the chairmanship of one of this issue's editors (LvdW) with an objective to publish papers that gave as impartial a view as possible on biorenewables research. In 2010, the Society ran a meeting at Chatham House to look at issues of land-use change, sponsored by the Energy Biosciences Institute at the Universities of Berkeley and Illinois (Urbana-Champaign), the Porter Institute at Imperial College and Chatham House itself. The papers by Davis et al. [3] , Khanna et al. [5] , Hosseini & Shah [7] and Watson & Diaz-Chavez [8] arose from the discussions and debates that were held then.
We hope that reading both the insights and in a number of cases the opinions of practicing biofuels researchers from a range of disciplines will both be interesting and stimulate further submissions in the field to Journal of the Royal Society Interface.
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